
Free-Form  

Embellishing 
An embellishment technique 

demonstrated on our 

 Lollapalooza pattern 

So if you've got all your supplies, let's get started embellishing this bag! The 
Lollapalooza pattern piece we'll be working with is ~13" tall, so let's make all 
of our strips at least 14.5" long, and since we want them to be 3" wide at the 
widest part (at the bottom), use your roller blade to cut at least 14 strips (in 
various colors) that are 14.5" X 3". 

1) Align the bottom edge of your 1st strip with the ruled line on your cutting 
mat. Since we're going to shave a "graduated 3/4" off of each side, line the 
bottom right corner up on a 3/4" grid line. (in this case, 19 3/4", see photo at 
right.)  

2) Now place your ruler diagonally across your fab-
ric so that the edge is even with the bottom corner 
of your fabric strip, (see photo on left) AND crosses 
the top edge of your strip, 3/4" from the edge (on 
the 19" line). Hold your ruler down firmly and cut 
away this diagonal wedge, which is a point at the 
bottom and 3/4" wide at the top. 

3) Now shift your fabric strip so that 
the left bottom corner is aligned at the 
17 1/4" mark. (see photo at right) 

Page 1 



4) As was done in step 2, place your ruler diagonally across your fabric 
so that the edge is even with the bottom left corner, AND crosses the 
top edge of your fabric 3/4" from the left edge (on the 18" line). Hold 
your ruler done firmly and cut this wedge of fabric away.  
(see photo at left) 

5) Here's how your finished piece should look. (at right) You'll need 
a total of at least thirteen of these fabric wedges for EACH side of the 
Lollapalooza. Please do not obcess about making these all exactly 
the same size. It really doesn't matter, and i swear no one will notice. 
Actually, I think slight variations add a bit to the charm of the overall 
look. 

6) Once you've got your pieces 
all cut, you can begin sewing 
them together along the side 
edges with a 1/4" seam. (see 
photo at left)       I press all 
seams open and I also regularly 
check my work with the pattern 
piece. You can always make little 
adjustments in how you sew the 
pieces together, if you have too 
much or too little fabric visible 
above or below the pattern 
piece. 

For other projects- It's easy to change your measurements and make wedges that are wider or skinnier, or with a 
more or less pronounced angle, for a totally different look. That's what I did to achieve the various exteriors I've 
created so far for the Lollapalooza Bag! (You can see a wide variety of other pieced Lollapaloozas on my website           
www.studiokatdesigns.com/lollapalooza.htm 
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